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Table 5.3-2 
California Land Use Com patibility Noise Guidelines

COMMUNITY NOISE EXPOSURE 

L d n  o r  CNEL , d B A  
L A ND  USE CA TEG ORY 

No r m a lly  
A c c e p ta b le

Co n d itio n a lly  
A c c e p ta b le

No r m a lly  
Un a c c e p ta b le

Cle a r ly  
Un a c c e p ta b le

Residential - Low Density, Single-Family, 
Du plex , M ob ile H omes 

5 0  - 6 0  5 5  - 7 0  7 0 -7 5  7 5 -8 5  

Residential - M u ltiple Family 5 0  - 6 5  6 0  - 7 0  7 0  - 7 5  7 0  - 8 5  

T ransient Lodging - M otel, H otels 5 0  - 6 5  6 0  - 7 0  7 0  - 8 0  8 0  - 8 5  

Sch ools, Lib raries, C h u rch es, H ospitals, 
Nu rsing H omes 

5 0  - 7 0  6 0  - 7 0  7 0  - 8 0  8 0  - 8 5  

Au ditoriu ms, C oncert H alls, Amph ith eaters NA 5 0  - 7 0  NA 6 5  - 8 5  

Sports Arenas, O u tdoor Spectator Sports NA 5 0  - 7 5  NA 7 0  - 8 5  

P laygrou nds, Neigh b orh ood P ark s 5 0  - 7 0  NA 6 7 .5  - 7 5  7 2 .5  - 8 5  

G olf C ou rses, Riding Stab les, W ater 
Recreation, C emeteries 

5 0  - 7 0  NA 7 0  - 8 0  8 0  - 8 5  

O ffice B u ildings, B u siness C ommercial and 
P rofessional 

5 0  - 7 0  6 7 .5  - 7 7 .5  7 5  - 8 5  NA 

Indu strial, M anu factu ring, U tilities, 
Agricu ltu re 

5 0  - 7 5  7 0  - 8 0  7 5  - 8 5  NA 

Sou rce: O ffice of Noise C ontrol, C alifornia Department of H ealth . 

Notes: Normally Acceptab le - Specified land u se is satisfactory, b ased u pon th e assu mption th at any b u ildings inv olv ed are 
of normal conv entional constru ction, with ou t any special noise insu lation req u irements. 
C onditionally Acceptab le - New constru ction or dev elopment sh ou ld b e u ndertak en only after a detailed analysis of 
th e noise redu ction req u irements is made and needed noise insu lation featu res inclu ded in th e design.  C onv entional 
constru ction, b u t, b u t with  closed windows and fresh  air su pply systems or air conditioning will normally su ffice. 
Normally U nacceptab le - New C onstru ction or dev elopment sh ou ld b e discou raged.  If new constru ction or 
dev elopment does proceed, a detailed analysis of th e noise redu ction req u irements mu st b e made and needed noise 
insu lation featu res inclu ded in th e design. 
C learly U nacceptab le - New constru ction or dev elopment sh ou ld generally not b e u ndertak en.  

NA: Not Applicab le 


